 





 


N.W.I. Corvette Club Constitution








Purpose:  





  The sole purpose of this document is to assure maintenance of the original goals, objectives, and concepts of the N.W.I. Corvette Club, as prescribed by the 'Founders' of this organization on July 25, 1991.





  N.W.I. Corvette Club was formed to create and preserve positive images in the community around us. Our platform is as follows; an anti-drug, non-profit organization designed to play an active role in the community while enjoying the Chevrolet Corvette. 





  In order to assure maintenance of this platform, any violation of this agenda, unauthorized use of the organization's name, or alteration of this document by any member other than the Board of Directors of this organization shall be cause for such member(s) to come before the Board of Directors for a hearing of possible member(s) removal from the club. The Board of Directors shall reserve the right to veto issues that are raised by any member requesting to appeal decisions. 





  Furthermore, the Board of Directors shall approve by a majority vote any amendments to the by-laws, before passing such proposal to the entire membership for a vote.





  Authorization for club sponsored activities must be achieved through acquisition of Board of Director approval. The Board of Directors, will consist of the elected club officers.











                                 N.W.I. Corvette Club


                                 July 25, 1991   











 


          


                              














Structure of Organization:





A.  (Board of Directors:) Elected officers with total responsibility for governing the organization.                              					 





 President


 Vice-President


 Recording Secretary


 Correspondence Secretary


 Treasurer


 


       *** (Outgoing president for 1st year following election year)  





 


B.  (Other non-board officers:)


 


 Sergeant-at-Arms (presidential appointed)


 UCCC Governor  (elected by membership) 


 UCCC Delegate  (elected by membership)


 UCCC Alternate (elected by membership)





C.  (Committees:)





 Standing By-Laws committee 


 All other committees (chairpersons               		            	     appointed by president as needed)














Standing By-Laws committee duties:





 1.  Meet semi-annually to review and prepare pending By-Law revisions received from the membership, for presentation to the Board of Directors.


 


 2.  Fill vacancies, of the 9 By-Laws committee persons, as they occur.  

















Article 1 Name





The name of this organization shall be the Northwest Indiana Corvette Club Inc. 











Article 2 Purpose





 1. To promote the development of a positive attitude toward adults who drive corvettes.


 2. To assist members in achieving a greater familiarity of the corvette automobile.


 3. To participate in community activities that will help those less fortunate.


 4. To develop an educational scholarship program for high school seniors preparing to enter institutions of higher learning. A minimum of 20% of membership dues be set aside yearly for a scholarship fund. Advertisement of availability of scholarship be made beginning in January in Lake, Porter, and LaPorte counties. Scholarship will be awarded by May 31. At least one scholarship will be given per academic year to at least one high school senior of not less than $500.00 payable in two equal installments. Criteria for awarding said scholarship to be established by the Board of Directors.


    Effective January 1, 1997, the above mentioned 20% of membership dues, based on a level of 30 members, shall be raised via club projects, should club projects fail to raise the required funds, each member will be assessed equally (on a prorated basis) the amount required to obtain 20% of membership dues.


 5. To be a positive influence dedicated to the purpose of inspiring individuals with the highest ideals of character, conduct and service that they may become productive, resourceful and happy citizens.











Article 3 Membership





Section 1:


Membership (the number of members) shall be unlimited.


 


Section 2:


Type of membership shall consist of the following:


Active membership requires that the member be a productive member of society, owner of a Corvette (one member per car) and not associated with the sale and or promotion of illegal drugs.





Section 3:


Membership responsibility:


   The members of the NWICC shall:


    		A. Elect the officers of the NWICC and the                                                Governors  and persons to fill vacancies among                the Governors should such vacancies (delegates) occur, to the UCCC.                


           B. Support the general direction, purpose and mission of NWICC.


           C. Take all other action requiring membership vote.


           D. Conduct such other business that might arise at membership meetings.


 


Section 4:


Application for membership must be sponsored by two members in good standing.





Section 5:


Annual dues shall be $100.00 payable in $25.00 increments to the treasurer or president.





Section 6:


Resignation and renewal of membership:


A member who resigns in good standing (dues paid to date) may reapply for membership within the period of 30 days.





Section 7:


Dropped from membership for non payment of dues.


A. A member who has not paid the current dues by quarters end  will be dropped from membership.


B. A member who is dropped may reinstate membership by payment of all dues in arrears and a reinstatement fee of $10.00, provided arrearage does not exceed 45 days from the end of the delinquent quarter. Members falling 45 days in arrearage must reapply as provided in article 3, sections 4,5, and article 11.





Section 8:


Nonparticipating members.


Any member who does not attend at least four (4) full membership meetings during the calender year, does not participate in at least five (5) car showings or community activities (i.e. school tours, foodbasket distribution to needy families), and refuses to participate or work at club sanctioned activities  while attending, without explanatory communication to the club president (who will relay information to the membership) will be considered to have resigned. Resignation status will be determined by the full membership via a majority vote.  


 


Section 9:


Initiation fee of $25.00 shall be included with the application form from the new prospective members. If rejected this fee will be returned.











Article 4 Board of Directors





Section 1: 


The board shall consist of the elected officers and appointed committee heads.





Section 2:


The Board of Directors shall handle the regular business of the organization.





Section 3:


Meetings. Regular meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held at least once a month.





Section 4:


Quorum. A quorum for conducting business of the board shall be not less than (3) three members of the board empowered to vote. Committee heads do not vote at board of director meetings.





Section 5:


The outgoing board must leave the treasury a sum equal to the unpaid bills or obligations for which the administration is responsible.











Article 5 Officers and Committee Chairpersons





Section 1:


There shall be the following elected officers


A. President


B. Vice President


C. Recording Secretary


D. Corresponding Secretary


E. Treasurer





Section 2:


An officer who does not comply with assigned responsibilities, may be relieved of office by majority vote of the board of directors. Another person is to be nominated by the president and approved by the membership.





Section 3:


The heads of committees shall be appointed by the president immediately after installation. They are approved by the board.





Section 4:


The length of the officers term is two years.











Article 6 Duties of Officers





Section 1:


The President shall:


A. Preside at all meetings of the Board of Directors and general meetings of the organization and at any special meeting.


B. Appoint the committee heads immediately after installation.


C. Make interim appointments as needed with board approval.


D. Sign all checks with the treasurer.


E. Sign all contracts with the recording secretary with board  approval. 


F. Sign all membership cards with the treasurer.


G. Serve as ex-officio member of all committees except that of the nominating committee.


H. Call special meetings when necessary.





Section 2:


The Vice President shall: 


	The vice president shall perform the duties of an absent President and perform such duties as are assigned by the president.


  


Section 3:


The Recording Secretary shall:


 	The Recording Secretary shall record the minutes of all proceedings of the board and membership meetings and with the president shall sign all contracts for the organization.


  


Section 4:


The Corresponding Secretary shall:


	The Corresponding Secretary shall handle the correspondence of the organization.





Section 5:


The Treasurer shall:


A. Have charge of all funds of the organization.


B. Make a quarterly financial report to the membership.


C. Sign all checks with the president.


D. Sign all membership cards with the president.


E. Keep dues collected in advance for the next administration  in a separate fund. 


F. Keep restricted funds of the organization in a separate fund.              


  





Article 7 Meetings





Section 1:


There shall be monthly meetings for the entire membership.





Section 2:


Special meetings may be called by the President or the Board, or when upon receiving a written request from one third of the membership, the President shall call a meeting. Notice of a special meeting sent to the members at least 7 days in advance.





Section 3:


A quorum for conducting business of a regular or a special meeting shall not be less than seven members empowered to vote.





Section 4:


The President shall appoint a sergeant-at-arms to keep the order during meetings. This person will assist the President in keeping order by serving as a time keeper for relevant discussions. Those who exceed the preset time for a topic of conversation and those deviating from relevant discussion will be fined per occurrence. Those who create a disturbance which prevents the club from conducting business may be fined $2.00. Each year the amount for fines will be recommended by the club’s officers and confirmed by a majority vote of the full membership.











Article 8 Liability of Members





Section 1 :


No officer, UCCC governor, or member shall be personally liable for any bills or obligations of the club, past or present except for the payment of his/her own dues.





Section 2:


No officer, member or employee of the club shall disburse any funds or money in his keeping and belonging to the club without authorization to the board of directors, which is to be confirmed in writing by the club president and treasurer.





Section 3:


No person shall use the name, mailing list or official insignia of the club for other than strictly club purposes without the authorization of the board of directors, which is to be confirmed in writing by the president or executive secretary of the club.        











Article 9 Election of Officers, UCCC Governor and Delegates 





Section 1 :


There is no restriction to the number of terms a person can serve as a club officer.





Section 2:


At a directors meeting to be held not later than the 20th day of July of each year a nominating committee consisting of (5) members (2) of which shall be board members is to be selected by the board. A temporary chairman, selected by the president from the five committee members, shall call a meeting to consider nominations for various offices. To assist the committee in selecting candidates a questionnaire shall be sent to the club members requesting board candidates. The committee is to have available a list of candidates at the October club meeting for membership. Every member is to be notified in writing that elections are to be held at this meeting.





Section 3:


Voting shall take place at the October club meeting and shall be by secret ballot. The nominees receiving the greatest number of votes shall be installed during the December club meeting. 





Section 4:


Upon retiring, the outgoing president automatically becomes a member of the board for one term.


Section 5:


Only active members are allowed to hold office.





Section 6:


In case of resignation or other vacancy in the board of directors, except that of president, the president shall appoint a director to fill the unexpired term.





Section 7:


In case of presidential resignation / removal the board is to fill the position for the unexpired term.	








Article 10 Amendments





Section 1:


These bylaws may be amended by a two thirds vote of the active members who are present in person or represented by proxy at any regular business meeting. No amendment shall be voted on without two weeks notice in writing to the active members. 








Article 11 Screening Process





Section 1:


New members shall have a probationary period of 90 days from the date of screening. During this period they will be allowed to: serve on committees, attend all general membership meetings, and participate in all NWICC sponsored activities. They will not be allowed to attend Board meetings vote at general meetings, hold elected office or serve as committee chair, or wear clothing with the club logo affixed.


 


Section 2:


Member sponsor may attend screening. While screening is being conducted the sponsor shall not intervene or supply any       input. 


 


Section 3: 


The screening committee must come to a unanimous decision on applicant prior to submitting him or her to the general membership as a acceptable candidate. If the screening committee decides that the candidate is not suitable, a membership meeting shall be called so that their findings can be discussed and a vote taken to determine if this person will be allowed to be a probationary candidate. If the screening committee decides that the candidate is acceptable he or she will be allowed to serve out the probationary period.





Section 4: 


The probationary member is not allowed to attend meetings associated with voting that might decide his or her membership standing. 





Section 5: 


At the conclusion of the three month probationary period the candidate will be rejected or accepted based on a majority vote of the membership. Absentee votes may be called in to the president prior to the meeting.





Section 6:


First months dues and initiation fee will be paid when application is taken. Dues will be prorated to current quarter $8.34 per month. The break off time is the 15th of the month. After the 15th the candidate is not responsible for the $8.34.





Section 7: 


If the candidate is rejected he or she will be refunded the initiation fee.   








Article 12 Discipline





Section 1:


The illegal or improper uses of alcohol or the use of illegal drugs is grounds for immediate suspension or expulsion:





1. The use of illegal drugs by any member is prohibited (zero tolerance).


2. Any club member publicly using or selling illegal drugs shall be expelled from this club immediately.


3. Any member that openly consumes alcohol while working with or in the company of children, while in public view during parades, food distribution to the needy or any other community oriented activity may be subject to the  discipline outlined in Article 12 - Sections 2 & 3.


4. Also any member who is publicly intoxicated (intoxicated to the point of being incoherent) may also be subjected to the discipline outlined in Article 12 - Sections 2 & 3.      


 


Section 2:


The accused member shall be notified in writing of the action and shall have the privilege of being present at a special or regular meeting of the Board of Directors, at which time the charges will be considered.





Section 3:


The member may be suspended by a two thirds vote or expelled by a three fourths vote of the Board of Directors. The length of time for a suspension shall be determined by the Board of Directors on an individual basis. 








   


Article 13 UCCC Governors and Delegates





The Governor whom the NWICC is entitled to elect to the United Council of Corvette Clubs shall be elected by the members of NWICC Inc. The Board or the President in the absence of a meeting of the Board, shall fill the Governor’s vacancies (with the Delegate) who shall be elected at the same time and in the same manner as the Governor. If There be no such person, the Board of Directors, or the President in the absence of a meeting of the Board of Directors, shall have the power to fill vacancies from among the founders until the next full Membership meeting of NWICC. Governors and Delegates shall serve a term of two(2) years from the date of their election or until their successors are elected.











Article 14 Duties of the UCCC Governor and Delegates





Section 1:


The Governor will be responsible for representing the NWICC and presenting to the UCCC the views and decisions on corporate business and meeting of the Board of Governors. The Governor will be required to attend corporate (UCCC) meetings to finalize various corporate (UCCC)problems. The governor must maintain the NWICC roster. The UCCC corporate constitution, by-laws, policies and procedure. The NWICC by-laws, policies, and procedure, and be the authority on corporate (UCCC) and NWICC business. The Governor shall have the authority to select those officers to the UCCC executive board during the election year. The Governor’s vote for UCCC officers shall reflect the consensus of the NWICC. The Governor or Delegate that officially attends and represents NWICC shall provide the membership with a written report at the next full membership meeting immediately following the quarterly UCCC meeting.





Section 2:


No Governor shall receive any compensation from NWICC for services rendered as Governor. However, the NWICC shall reimburse, funds permitting, out of pocket expenses incurred while carrying out NWICC business. Provided expenditures receive prior approval from the president and\or the Board of Directors. Each year the Board of Directors shall set a minimum and maximum amount to be paid to the Governor (only the official Governor will be paid) for transportation and lodging. Delegates attending meetings of the UCCC as observers shall do so at their own expense. 





Section 3:


The Delegates shall in the absence of the Governor perform the duties of the Governor and perform such duties as assigned by the president and or Board of Directors.





Section 4:


The length of the UCCC Governor, Delegate and Alternate shall be two years.





Section 5


A UCCC representative who does not comply with assigned responsibilities may be relieved of office by majority vote of the Board of Directors. Another person is to be nominated by the president and 	approved by the Board of Directors.  











Article 15 Parliamentary Authority





The rules contained in Roberts Rules of Order newly revised, shall be the parliamentary authority governing the meetings of the NWICC, Board of Directors meetings, and all committees, subject to the By-Laws of the State, Articles of Incorporation, the State Laws, and any special rules adopted by the corporation. 


